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Alison Brie in “GLOW.” 
ERICA PARISE/NETFLIX 


The best new 
television 
shows of 2017 


From the wrestling ring to outer 
space, our 10 favorite efforts 
from the small screen. In Life 


NEWSLINE 


IN NEWS 


Six inauguration 
protesters not guilty 


Defendants were among more than 
200 facing rioting and other charges 


Memphis removes 
Confederate statues 


City Council sidesteps historical panel 
ruling by selling parks to non-profits 


IN MONEY 


Tea company pivots 
to cryptocurrency 


Long Island Iced Tea juices its stock 
with shift to virtual currency tech 


Hot industries for 
2018 stock investors 


Which industries will benefit most 
from the economic environment? 
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IN SPORTS 


Is Clemson the next 
football dynasty? 


Tigers poised to take over as 
college football’s dominant program 


Maligned Bortles 
deserves some credit 


Jaguars quarterback red hot after 
struggling most of his career 


IN LIFE 


Royal couple reveal 
engagement pics 


Prince Harry, Meghan Markle photos 
hint at possible reception location 


Merry Christmas 


USA TODAY will not publish Monday 
because of the holiday. 
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USA TODAY EXCLUSIVE 


VA hired workers with 
revoked medical licenses 


Practice went on 15 years 
in violation of federal law 


Donovan Slack 
USA TODAY 


The Department of Veterans Affairs 
allowed its hospitals across the coun- 
try to hire health care providers with 
revoked medical licenses for at least 15 
years in violation of federal law, a USA 
TODAY investigation found. 

The VA issued national guidelines 
in 2002 giving hospitals discretion to 


hire clinicians after “prior con- 
sideration of all relevant facts 
surrounding” any revocations 
and as long as they still had a li- 
cense in one state. 

A federal law passed in 1999 
bars the VA from employing any 
health care worker whose license 
has been yanked by any state. 

Hospital officials at the VA in Iowa 
City relied on the illegal guidance this 
year to hire neurosurgeon John Henry 
Schneider, who revealed in his applica- 
tion that he had numerous malpractice 
claims and settlements and Wyoming 


David 


Shulkin 


had revoked his license after a 
patient died. He still had a li- 
cense in Montana. 

The VA moved to fire Schneid- 
er Nov. 29 after inquiries about 
his case from USA TODAY. He re- 
signed instead. The VA said at 
the time that Iowa City hospital 
officials received “incorrect guid- 
ance” green-lighting his hiring in April. 
The agency conceded this week that it 
was national policy. 

VA Secretary David Shulkin said in 


See VA, Page 2A 
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More than 31 million people traveled on Amtrak trains last year. ALEX WONG/GETTY IMAGES 


Amtrak’s reputation takes 
another hit after accident 


Despite fatalities and complaints, rail service 
continues to benefit from congressional support 


Bart Jansen 
USA TODAY 


Amtrak’s latest fatal accident, a de- 
railment near Seattle that killed three 
passengers, could discourage rider- 
ship and further tarnish the service’s 
safety reputation as the railroad is un- 
der attack from the Trump administra- 
tion, experts said. 

But despite several fatal accidents 
in recent years and complaints of un- 
reliable service, Amtrak remains pop- 
ular in Congress and with travelers — 
31.7 million of them last year. 


Workers examine the engine from the 
Amtrak train that crashed onto 
Interstate 5 on Monday in DuPont, 
Wash. ELAINE THOMPSON/AP 


“Amtrak is likely to take a significant 
hit in consumer support and enthusi- 
asm for high-speed train lines as a re- 
sult,” said Brian Tierney, CEO of Brian 
Communications. “And they may see an 
immediate decline in daily ridership due 
to consumers’ heightened fear.” 

Criticism of the railroad focuses on 
government subsidies rather than infra- 
structure, said Michael Friedberg, exec- 
utive director of the Coalition for the 
Northeast Corridor, which is the rail 
route from Washington to Boston. 

Monday’s derailment “was a tragedy, 
and we have to find out why,” he said. 
‘Tm hoping that people do not look at it 
as a trend, because it’s still a much safer 


See AMTRAK, Page 2A 


Jerusalem dispute darkens Nazareth holiday 


Shira Rubin 
Special to USA TODAY 


NAZARETH, Israel — This biblical 
city known as the childhood home of 
Jesus hoped for a Christmas miracle: 
tourists. 

The town’s markets were stocked 
with Santa hats and green and red 
stockings, but there were few buyers in 
the wake of President Trump’s declara- 
tion Dec. 6 recognizing Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital. His announcement de- 
parts from an international consensus 
that Jerusalem’s status should be ne- 


gotiated in peace talks with Palestin- 
ians. 

Israel’s tiny, and shrinking, Christian 
minority already faced economic hard- 
ships. “A lot of things are missing for us 
this year,” said Badia Basha, 66, stand- 
ing at a small table, selling Christmas 
knickknacks outside Mary's Well, 
where Christians believe the angel Ga- 
briel told Mary she would give birth to 
the son of God. 

“Christmas is supposed to bring 
many performances and singers and 


See NAZARETH, Page 2A 
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